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Introduction 

Social forestry means the management and 
protection of forest and afforestation of barren and 
deforested lands with the purpose of helping 
environmental, social and rural development. 

The term, social forestry, was first used in India in 
1976 by The National Commission on Agriculture, 
Government of India. It was then that India 
embarked upon a social forestry project with the aim 
of taking the pressure off currently existing forests by 
planting trees on all unused and fallow land.] Social 
forestry is basically for the people by the people and 
of the people approach . 

Forests not only contribute to the maintenance of 
ecological stability but also occupy an important 
place in the economic development of a country. In 
India forest occupy about 19% of the total 
geographical area. This brings the per capita forest 
area to a meager 0.10 hectares which represents one 
of the lowest in the world. The faster destruction of 
natural forests have made this problem more acute.  

 
Therefore, in order to remedy this situation the 
National Commission on Agriculture in the year 1976 
recommended developing social forestry.  

The concept of social forestry, which aims at the 
production of fuel-wood, fodder and small timber for 
local communities calls for a gross root initiative in 
which local communities have to be both the 
implementers and beneficiaries of the programme. 

Abstract 

Social forestry is afforestation of all lands other than crop lands that are available outside the forest 
areas with the purpose of meeting the requirements of ecological and environmental security and day 
to day needs of rural population.  

The idea behind social forestry is to create forests on any available lands which are not being used for 
other purposes, with the help of society for meeting the needs of society, so that requirements of the 
society which are met so far through natural forests may be fulfilled by these forests and pressure on 
natural forest is thereby reduced. Thus social forestry can be described as forestry of the people by 
the people and for the people.  

In fact social forestry combines idle land, labour and water resources for optimum production of 
firewood, fodder, food, manure and small constructional timber. As such it essentially involves a kind 
of monolithic integration of forestry, agriculture and animal husbandry 
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The Forest Department and other external agencies 
are required to provide only consultancy and 
support. Active involvement of local population is 
central to this concept.  

Research Mathedology 

The study analysis of the available secondary 
information and literature on social forestry in India. 
Research methodology is partly descriptive, partly 
exploratory and partly casual. For this study the 
information has been collected with the help of 
books, magazines, research articles and reports. 

Aim Of Study 

1-Study of social forestry in India. 

2-Study of the new trends in Social forestry  

Social forestry programme 

 The Indian government is trying to increase forest 
areas that are close to human settlement and have 
been degraded over the years due to human 
activities needed to be afforested. Trees were to be 
planted in and around agricultural fields. Plantation 
of trees along railway lines and roadsides, and river 
and canal banks were carried out. They were planted 
in village common land, government wasteland, and 
Panchayat land. social forestry scheme was initiated 
in India to increase fuel availability in rural areas and 
to prevent soil erosion. This programme was a failure 
because of the lack of governance it is important to 
know that social forestry includes maximum 
utilization of land for several purposes. Social 
forestry also aims at raising plantations by the 
common man so as to meet the growing demand for 
timber, fuel wood, fodder, etc, thereby reducing the 
pressure on the traditional forest area. This concept 
of village forests to meet the needs of the rural 
people is not new. It has existed through the 
centuries all over the country but it was now given a 
new character. 

With the introduction of this scheme the government 
formally recognised the local communities’ rights to 
forest resources, and is now encouraging rural 
participation in the management of natural 
resources. Through the social forestry scheme, the 
government has involved community participation, 
as part of a drive towards afforestation, and 
rehabilitating the degraded forest and common 
lands. 

This need for a social forestry scheme was felt as 
India has a dominant rural population that still 
depends largely on fuelwood and other biomass for 

their cooking and heating. This demand for fuel 
wood will not come down but the area under forest 
will reduce further due to the growing population 
and increasing human activities. Yet The government 
managed the projects for five years then gave them 
over to the village panchayats (village council) to 
manage for themselves and generate products or 
revenue as they saw fit.  

Involvement of common people 

Social forestry also aims at raising plantations by the 
common man so as to meet the growing demand for 
timber, fuel wood, fodder, etc., thereby reducing 
pressure on traditional forest areas. This concept of 
village forests to meet the needs of the rural people 
is not new. It has existed through the centuries all 
over the country, but it is now being given a new 
character. 

With the introduction of this scheme, the 
government formally recognised the local 
communities’ rights to forest resources, and is now 
encouraging rural participation in the management 
of natural resources. Through the social forestry 
scheme, the government has involved community 
participation, as part of a drive towards afforestation, 
and rehabilitating the degraded forest and common 
lands. 

A movement has been started called ""Plant a Tree 
Challenge"" , which invokes a sense among people to 
come and participate and take every occasion to 
Plant a Tree as is their own responsibility. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. Fuel wood supply to rural areas to ensure the 
release of cow dung which can be used as manure.  

2. To increase production of fruits and thus add to 
the potential food resources for the country.  

3. Supply of timber for rural housing and agricultural 
implements.  

4. Supply of leaf fodder for cattle.  

5. To help in creation of shelter belts around 
agricultural fields to increase their productivity.  

6. Meeting the recreational needs of the rural 
population.  

7. To conserve soil and water and to maintain 
ecological balance by enhancing biomass generation.  

8. To provide employment opportunities and 
increase family income for alleviating poverty.  
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9. To popularize the planting and tending of trees in 
farms, villages, municipal and public lands for their 
aesthetic, economic and protective value.  

10. To provide a congenial environment to the tribals 
and to help them to preserve their cultural identity as 
their life and culture are intimately related to forests.  

11. To provide shade and ornamental trees for the 
landscape.  

12. To foster the spirit of cooperation and to 
encourage cooperative enterprises.  

13. To include the consciousness and love of trees 
amongst the people.  

14. To relieve pressure on reserved forests.  

Advantages of Social Forestry 

1. Conserves soil against erosive forces.  

2. Improves soil fertility.  

3. Provides fruit, fuel, fodder and timber.  

4. Reduces surface run-off of water and 
sedimentation of reservoirs, rivers, streams etc.  

5. Facilitates the infiltration of water thus helping in 
the maintenance of the ground water table.  

6. Helps in increased rainfall through transpiration.  

7. Helps in environmental conservation by absorption 
of carbon dioxide and release of oxygen.  

8. Helps in the control of noise pollution.  

9. Helps in development of cottage industries.  

10. Helps in bringing the deep seated nutrients to 
the soil surface.  

Types Of Social Forestry 

 

Farm Forestry 

Farm forestry is the management of trees for a 
specific purpose within a farming context. Typically 
these are timber plantations on private land. 
However, it can be applied to a range of enterprises 
utilizing different parts of the tree and managed in a 
variety of ways. 

Benefits 

Farm forestry can produce multiple benefits for the 
farm, the environment and the community. The 
benefits to the landholder include: 

i. Shelter for stock, pasture and crops 

ii. Additional and diversified earnings 

iii. Improved living environments 

iv. A buffer against the cyclical downturns in prices 
and in drought, frost and flood. 

v. Improvement and maintenance of soil and water 
health through water table reduction 

vi. Increase in capital value of the plantation 

The benefits to the environment and community are: 

i. The creation of new jobs and industries 

ii. Sustainable management of natural resources 

iii. Increases in biodiversity 

iv. It itself is an industry that easily fits around the 
activities of most agricultural enterprises 

v. Prices of wood products are relatively stable 
compared to most agricultural products 

vi. Long term productivity is not weather-dependent 

Agro-Forestry 

This is the combination of agriculture and tree 
growing in order to produce both agricultural 
products and tree products on a commercial basis. 
The purpose of this scheme is to gain positive 
interactions between the two systems at both the 
paddock level and the enterprise level. 

The two systems may be fully physically integrated, 
or treated as separate entities within a single 
business enterprise. It is therefore ideally suited to 
the landholder seeking to enter farm forestry on a 
small scale, whilst maintaining an existing agricultural 
enterprise. 
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Impacts 

Agro-forestry systems can be advantageous over 
conventional agricultural and forest production 
methods through increased productivity, economic 
benefits, social outcomes and the ecological goods 
and services provided. 

Biodiversity in agro-forestry systems is typically 
higher than in conventional agricultural systems. 
Agro-forestry incorporates at least several plant 
species into a given land area and creates a more 
complex habitat that can support a wider variety of 
birds, insects, and other animals. Agro-forestry also 
has the potential to help reduce climate change since 
trees take up and store carbon at a faster rate than 
crop plants. 

Extension Forestry 

Planting of trees on the sides of roads, canals and 
railways, along with planting on wastelands is known 
as ‘extension’ forestry. Extension forestry helps in 
increasing the boundaries of forests. Under this 
project, there has been creation of forests on the 
village common lands, government wastelands and 
panchayat lands. 

Schemes for afforesting degraded government 
forests that are close to villages are being carried out 
all over the country. 

Community Forestry 

Community forestry is a village-level forestry activity, 
decided on collectively and implemented on 
communal land, where local populations participate 
in the planning, establishing, managing and 
harvesting of forest crops, and so receive a major 
proportion of the socio-economic and ecological 
benefits from the forest. 

Community forestry is a process of increasing the 
involvement of and reward for local people, of 
seeking balance between outside and community 
interests and of increasing local responsibility for the 
management of the forest resource. Also, like 
sustainable development, community forestry should 
be a learning experience for all involved parties. 

Silviculture or Scientific Forestry 

Silviculture is the art and science of controlling the 
establishment, growth, composition, health, and 
quality of forests to meet diverse needs and values of 
the many landowners, societies and cultures over all 
the parts of the globe that are covered by dry land. 
Silviculture lays great stress on replacement and 
replanting of new crops and trees. 

 
The objectives of silviculture are as follows: 

i. Deriving environmental benefits, regulating 
afforestation, ensuring soil conservation 

ii. Raising species of more economic value and 
introduction of exotics 

iii. Production of plants of high quality timber species 

iv. Increasing production per unit area 

v. Reduction of rotation period 

vi. Afforestation of blank areas 

vii. Creation of plantations 

viii. Increasing production of fuels and fodder quality 

ix. Increasing raw materials for forest based 
industries 

x. Increasing employment potential 

Objectives 

Social forestry schemes have been started 
throughout India, making a difference in forest cover 
and benefiting rural and urban communities. The 
main objectives of such schemes include: 
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1. Improve the environment for protecting 
agriculture from adverse climatic factors, 

2. Increase the supply of wood fuel for domestic 
use, small timber for rural housing, fodder for 
livestock, and minor forest produce for local 
industries, 

3. Increase the natural beauty of the landscape; 
create recreational forests for the benefit of rural and 
urban populations, 

4. Provide jobs for unskilled workers and 

5. Land rehabilitation 

6. Finally, its object is to raise the standard of living 
and quality of life of rural and urban people. 

Mission 

 To carry out a need based and time bound 
programme of afforestation with special emphasis on 
fuel wood and fodder development on all degraded 
and denuded lands/forests. 

 Afforestation of abandoned jhum lands and 
mined areas. 

 Linear strip plantation of fast-growing species on 
sides of public roads, rivers, streams and irrigation 
canals. 

 Afforestation on under-utilized lands under state, 
institutional or private ownership. 

 Green belts in urban/industrial areas. 

 Shelter belt (generally more extensive than the 
wind breaks) for the purpose of shelter from wind 
and sun covering areas larger than a single farm on a 
planned pattern. 

 Farm forestry in the form of raising rows of trees 
on bund or boundaries of fields and individual trees 
in private agricultural land as well as creation of wind 
breaks round a farm or orchard by raising one or two 
lines of trees. 

 Raise flowering trees and shrubs mainly to serve 
as recreation forests for the urban and rural 
population. 

 Elicit people’s participation involving women and 
young people in conservation of forests, wildlife and 
environment. 

 Environmental awareness generation and 
celebration of vanamahotsava, environment day, 
wildlife week etc. 

Why Social Forestry Failed to Fulfil the Desired Goal? 
1. Social forestry programme has completely ignored 
the prime objective of ensuring the rural households 
access to fuel wood and fodder for domestic 
consumption. In these areas, women and children 
spend their maximum time to collect the fuel wood.  
 
2. In social forestry programmes hardy exotic species 
of trees like Eucalyptus was planted on large scale on 
farmlands and public lands which has lowered the 
ground water table and also deterred the growth and 
colonization of native plant species.  
 
3. Social forestry has failed to involve the landless in 
afforestation. As a matter of fact it has aggravated 
poverty and unemployment in rural areas.  
 
4. Social forestry did not involve women who collect 
fuel for the family every day. It has also not involved 
the tribals who are deeply interested in the 
protection and promotion of forests.  
 
5. Social forestry programme fail to check cattle 
browsing and grazing and cutting of trees.  
 
6. Social forestry programme has only benefitted the 
bigger farmers.  
 

 
 
Conclusion 

It can be concluded that the social forestry 
programme in India was introduced with aim to raise 
the forest on private and public lands with the help 
of local communities to meet the need of fuel, 
fodder and timber so that pressure on natural forests 
can be minimized. However, this ambitious 
programme was not very successful in the country 
mainly due to lack of community involvement, wrong 
selection of tree species in afforestation programmes 
and lack of effective control over cattle browsing and 
grazing, and cutting of trees 
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Social forestry is an integral part of the Gandhian 
philosophy of economic growth and community 
development. The social benefits thus generated and 
the additional resources so created may serve as 
stepping stones toward self-sufficiency. 
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